
Hanna Hyvärinen from Helsinki and Anna Sievälä from Joenssu in Finland worked on this

contribution. Hanna presents a secondary school book, which doesn’t allow any inference to the

subject. Anna found information about Chernobyl in a secondary geography book as well as in a

secondary history book.

Hanna Hyvärinen
This is from secondary schoolbook:

The threat of environmental catastrophe

….
The worst environmental accident happened in 1986 in Ukraine, by the time part of the Soviet Union,
when an explosion in an old-fashioned nuclear power plant of Chernobyl caused radioactive cloud to
spread to environment. Due to the accident a huge area turned to non-habitable and people had to
be evacuated from the area. The signs of nuclear accident were found from all over Europe, also
from Finland.
….

The nuclear power plant accident in Chernobyl was one of the worst environmental catastrophes in
history. 31 died, 200 got injuries from radiation and 135 000 people had to be evacuated. The



population centers polluted by radioactive cloud turned to deserted ghost villages. In the picture
radioactive levels are measured from the evacuated inhabitants.

Anna Sievälä
From the high school history and geography books which I have used in my studies I found only short
sentences dealing with the accident in Chernobyl. The geography book mentions Chernobyl in a
paragraph which talks about the debate over nuclear energy. There is also a picture on Chernobyl on
the next page. In the history book Chernobyl is mentioned in a chapter which describes the situation
of the Soviet Union’s industry during the 1980’s. Also in the history book there is a picture concerning
Chernobyl: there is a map which shows which areas were most affected by the contaminated cloud.

Geography book:

Pro and con nuclear energy
During the 1950’s it was presumed that in the beginning of the 21st century half of the world’s energy
consumption would be supplied with nuclear energy. The presumptions did not come true: in 2004
there were altogether 441 nuclear power plants in 33 countries and nuclear energy covered only 5%
of commercial energy production and 18% of electricity productions. Nuclear energy is opposed with
arguments listed in the table below. Accidents like the one in Harrisburg (1979) and especially the
one in Chernobyl (1986) have increased the negative attitudes towards nuclear energy.



History book:

The Soviet Union relied on heavy industry, the propulsion of which was produced with nuclear power
plants. The use of natural recourses remained sumptuous and actions were affected by common
recklessness. The most dramatic example of that was the nuclear accident which took place in
Chernobyl in 1986.


