Andrej Cebela from Sava in Slovenia, who during the seminar temporary lived in Belgium, is
responsible for this contribution. He presents two articles from the 30th April 1986. The first one
was published in the newspaper “De Staadaard”. The second one is from “Today’s De Morgen”.
De Standaard (30th April 1986):

Experts suspect super-accident.

Reactor fire in Soviet Union: possible disaster.
Moscow / Bonn / Brussels, the Soviet news agency “Tass” made official announcement that
on Tuesday accident in Chernobyl occurred, in the Ukrainian Kiev and two men was killed. A
resident of Kiev told Western journalists that the disaster might cause more than 2.000
people’s death. Moscow made the news of the disaster on Monday, after an unusually high
radioactivity was measured in Scandinavia.
For most experts, it is certain that the most serious is nuclear energy. The West German
professor Adolf Birkhofer, spoke about nuclear power plant, about a super-crash, the
heaviest imaginable.

The statement by “Tass” was that two people were killed in the accident. There was also
some reports about the evacuation of the inhabitants settled near the nuclear plant and
nearby residences.
Today’s De Morgen (30th April 1986):

Chernobyl: tragic reality bigger than "China Syndrome” imagination?
Chernobyl has suffered a series of dramatic nuclear failures since last weekend. Although the Soviet
authorities still do not report exactly what went wrong in their nuclear power plant in Ukraine. No
Western experts still doubt that it is just a normal accident.
With good reason we can conclude that the nuclear reactor suffered from unquenchable fire and a
portion of the core melted and released a ton of radioactivity in the air.
Both newspapers are very important in Flemish part of Belgium. They are very respected and
recognized in this region. I have to say that I was a little bit surprise because they both had an article
about Chernobyl accident on the same day.

