Lorenz Hilfiker from Bern and Clara Müller from Zürich in Switzerland worked on this contribution.
Lorenz found the first article in the international important newspaper “Neue Züricher Zeitung”
from the 29th April 1986. Clara presents an article from the “Tages-Anzeiger”, published on the
same day. The “Tages-Anzeiger” is another important newspaper in Switzerland.
Lorenz Hilfiker:
Neue Züricher Zeitung (29th April 1986):

The first paragraph informs about the communication made by the official sowjet news agency Tass
the evening before. One of the reactors of Chernobyl, the newspaper cites, was “damaged” and
“several people suffered”. The persons concerned “are given help” and an “investigation has been
initiated”. The journalist notes that there was no information about the date of the accident and
whether people had died.

The second paragraph is about the enhanced radioactivity measured in Sweden already before.
Swedish authorities had assumed it to come from one of their own power plants and had ordered its
crew of 600 people to go home. (Personal comment: Is that the way to deal with an accident??)
The third paragraph joins the Swedish and Russian information by concluding, based on experts that
one is probably to face a catastrophe. In the worst case one of the four reactors could have been out
of control and melted through the concrete walls as it had almost happened at Harrisburg 1979. The
last sentence – “There live about 3,5 mio. people around Kiev” – implies already a foreboding of the
incident’s dimension in case this was what had really happened.
Clara Müller:
“Tages-Anzeiger” (29 th April 1986):

Besides the tabloid Blick and the NZZ (Neue Zürcher Zeitung), the Tages-Anzeiger is one of the most
important daily newspapers in German-speaking Switzerland. It was first published in 1893.
Although politically and economically independent, the political stance of the Tages- Anzeiger is
generally characterized as being left of the centre and government friendly.

Reactor accident in the Soviet Union
Radioactive cloud over Finland and Sweden
In a Soviet nuclear power plant in the Ukraine an accident occurred whereby a not specified number of
people got hurt. Apparently, the reactor core of the power plant was damaged and an atomic
radiating cloud that extended as far as Scandinavia escaped from the leak. The Moscow news
agency Tass disseminated two reports about the accident on Monday. Therein it is stated that the
people concerned were helped. A board of inquiry was formed and measures for the elimination of
consequences of the accident were taken.
Moscow. – Tass reported that a reactor was damaged in the accident. It did not emerge from the
report, where the accident reactor is located. Perhaps it is at Chernobyl which lies at the Desna, a
side arm from the river Dnieper.
Soviet media very rarely report on natural or human-caused disasters – in fact only if many persons
are injured, considerable material damage emerged or if foreigners are affected. The agency did not
inform about when the accident happened. However, as a radioactive cloud was noted in Finland
and Sweden on Monday morning, the accident is likely to have occurred already last week.
In the second Tass report they said that the accident in the nuclear power plant was the first one
ever happened in the Soviet Union. But western experts contradict. Observers and exiled Soviet
scientists told of a heavy reactor accident in the region of Chelyabinsk in the Ural Mountains. They
claim that hundreds of people died in this accident in 1958 and a vast land area was atomically
contaminated. Until today the affected area is not allowed to enter.
Swedish government officials blamed the Soviet Union of having admitted the radioactive cloud to
spread over large parts of Scandinavia without warning. The increased radiation quantity was not
only measured at the nuclear power plant of Forsmark, 160 kilometres north from Stockholm, but also
at the South Swedish nuclear power plant of Barseback. Authorities in Denmark noticed an increase
of nuclear radiation as well. The Swedish energy secretary Birgitta Dahl said at a news conference in
Stockholm that there was no danger for population due to the increased radiation, but it was not
acceptable however, that Swedish authorities had not been informed earlier.
Antti Vuorinen, an official in the Finish department for radiation and nuclear safety, declared in an
interview that a dramatic rise of radioactivity was noticed in Kuopio in the North of Finland on
Sunday evening. The radiation rate had been four to five times above usually measured data. On
Monday evening the Finish department informed that radiation had climbed on a figure six times
higher than normal.
Gunnar Bengtsson, the head of the Swedish government agency for radiation and nuclear safety,
declared that the radiation metered in Finland had been ten times as high as in Sweden. The radiated
particles noted in Scandinavia only had a very short lifetime and after a few days they would have
disappeared. However, it was not known if any further radiated particles would be brought with the
wind.

