
Juliane Dybkjaer from Copenhagen in Denmark presents in her contribution three history school

books, where she found references to the Chernobyl issue.

The information in school books I found about Chernobyl is very limited. I found three direct refer-

ences to the accident.

The first slide of the pdf is part of a chapter from "Verdens Historie 1945-1990" (The World's History

1945-1990). The book is from 1990 and the chapter in which Chernobyl is mentioned is about the

Soviet Economy in the late 1980's. The column at the left hand side of the page is about Chernobyl.

The text, which is next to a picture of a horse with eight legs, reads:

The 26th of April 1986, a fire broke out in the Chernobyl nuclear power plant about 130 kms north of

the city Kiev in Ukraine. The fire developed into the worst disaster in a nuclear power plant so far.

The surrounding land was exposed to massive nuclear radiation, and the wind brought the radiation

to Europe, Siberia and Turkey. The Soviet authorities kept the catastrophe a secret for two days. The

extent of the disaster was reluctantly admitted when Swedish scientists measured very high amounts

of radioactive radiation. The secrecy did not give a flattering view on the new Glasnost-politics, and

since the accident, there had been clear limits to the Soviet openness about the disaster. According

to official numbers, the accident had caused 41 deaths until April 1990. But that was only the tip of

the iceberg. Large areas had to be evacuated because of radiation, and it is yet too early to know

anything about the long term effects of the accident. From the Sjitomir district of Ukraine, there have

been rapports of an extreme increase of deformed animals like the eight legged horse in the picture

to the right. Maybe a scary sign of what the population can except from the next years? In Western

Europe, the accident gave the debate over nuclear power new force. In the Netherlands, where an

election was approaching, the government promised to postpone the building of new nuclear power

plants until the safety issues surrounding it had been discussed further.



The second slide of the pdf is from the book "Det 20. århundredes verdenshistorie" (The World His-

tory of the 20. Century). The book is from 1988. Here, Chernobyl is only mentioned as a picture text

underneath a picture of a liquidator. The chapter in which Chernobyl is mentioned is about economic

reforms in the Soviet Union.

The text reads:

The explosion on the nuclear power plant in Chernobyl in Ukraine the 26th of April 1986 was a catas-

trophe that will have consequences for many years to come. The picture above is from reactor 3.

The last slide of the pdf is from the book "Sovietunionens Historie" (The history of the Soviet Union).
The book is from 1990. The chapter in which Chernobyl is mentioned is about the economy of the
Soviet Union. The fragment of text that mentions Chernobyl, reads:



In the 1950's and 1960's, many believed that nuclear power was a clean energy source compared to
fossil fuels. Nuclear power also meant independency from oil producing countries and transport
along vulnerable coast lines. Nuclear power was used without the authorities having found a satisfac-
tory solution to the issue of nuclear waste, and it was a dangerous technology. The accidents on
Three Mile Island in USA and Chernobyl in USSR demonstrated these risks.

I asked the librarian at my old high school why there were not any more mentioning of Chernobyl in
school books. He had a couple of theories that I would like to share with you.

All of these books are written within few years of the accident. This means that the accident was still
fresh in people's memories and that there needn't be much information about it, because people
already knew. It is a sad fact that the school books have not yet been replaced and that the only ma-
terial about the accident is from around the time when people still were guessing about the conse-
quences of the accident.

The librarian at my old high school also mentioned the fact that since the latest reform of high
schools in Denmark, the history of Soviet Union is no longer mandatory material to teach. This means
that the teachers are more free to choose what to teach the students, and unfortunately, this means
that they often choose more 'exotic' subjects than the history of the Soviet Union.

Howecer, the librarian did not think that the poor selection of materials mentioning Chernobyl
means that there is no interest in Chernobyl. The school system in Denmark is designed in such a way
that the students have a lot of free room to choose subjects themselves and work on them in groups
for larger projects. Here, the students do not find information in old books, but on the internet. The
librarian said that although Chernobyl was not the most popular subject to study - that would be
terror, gender politics, and national issues in Denmark such as integration of immigrants, Chernobyl
still accounts for at least two or three projects a year.

So even though the material that the school provides about Chernobyl is painfully superficial, there is
still interest in learning about Chernobyl and its consequences.


